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Welcome to our Autumn 2013 edition of the 
Hillyarder.  In the last edition I hoped that the 
summer just gone would be drier and warmer  
than last year and that was certainly deliv-
ered!  In Ianthe we sailed further than last 
year but somehow managed to miss the real-
ly hot weather - although on a wooden yacht 
sans bimini that presents it’s own challenges!  

Our rallies this season are covered in the is-

Special thanks to all our contributors to this newsletter!  Please 
continue to send us news of your restoration projects, sailing sto-
ries and anything else you think may be of interest to other HOA 
Members.  Thank you. 

sue and for those who participated were very 
enjoyable if somewhat undersubscribed so 
well done to those members and boats who 
were able to make it.  We are keen to plan 
future events but do need support to make 
them worthwhile.  Our summer trip this year 
took us to the West Country for the Fowey 
Rally last June, across to Roscoff where we 
met up with Vivona and Tashana and then 

Ragged Robin III 

moored near 

Sloten 
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Commodore’s Thoughts continued 

onto the second Terre et Mer festival in Mor-
laix.  This was an interesting event - the jux-
taposition between land and sea quite incon-
gruous at times but well organised - we were 
charmed by the town, it’s people and were 
made very welcome. 

I have been sorry to learn of the passing 
away of two members— A J Moss who 
owned the magnificent Aguila and Kay Har-
greaves, wife of Ted who owns the well 
known 1937 Dorenda Ellen.  For many years 
Kay kindly edited the HOA newsletter. 

Hopefully this winter is the last of major jobs 
on Ianthe for a while, with the mast and 
spars for varnish over the next month and 
replacement windows to be fitted throughout 
(I brought them over from the USA some 5 
years ago now!) 

Next year we are looking to attend the 
Douarnenez festival following, hopefully, an 
early Solent rally and mid summer West 
Country Rally in Falmouth. 

Nicholas Gray’s article “Wendy Woo to the 
Tower” is well worth reading.  We hope to 
attend the Classic Boat event at St Katheri-
nes Dock in early September 2014.  If other 
HOA members are keen we could, as sug-
gested, hold our eastern meet and AGM at 
this location! http://www.skdocks.co.uk/the-
thames-festival2/ 

If so we might then lay up Ianthe somewhere 
in that area to start the following season on 
the Dutch coast — in which case having ad-
vice from Ted and Diana will be very useful!.  
It’s good to have a plan, but we all have to 
be flexible depending on weather not to 
mention domestic circumstances! 

Thanks to Liz for production of this newslet-
ter. I hope you all have a successful winter 
whether or not your boat is still in commis-
sion.  As ever I hope to see as many HOA 
members as possible on the water next year! 

Finally I would reiterate that now I have been 
Commodore for 3 years I would be very hap-
py to pass the baton - or should that be tiller 
– on!  If anybody feels this is something they 
would like to know more about do please 

contact me.    Steve Tiffin 

“You - very pretty boat”, Said a very authori-
tative voice emanating from a very authorita-
tive looking Frenchman to us as we moored 
alongside the outer harbour in Honfleur.  
“You come into the inner Harbour and you 
can stay as long as you like for nothing”.  En-
ticed by the prospect and rather overawed 
by the authority, we duly entered the beauti-
ful Vieux Port and were moored up in the 
corner next to the medieval Lieutenance.  
Guessing what was up, we dressed Ragged 
Robin overall, for the artists and spectators 
to admire in the foreground of the historic 
Lieutenance.  In the event, she remained 
there for three days in the pouring rain. 

This show of admiration was repeated on 
perhaps a dozen occasions during this 
year’s extended visit to the Netherlands. The 
Dutch appear to be starved of the sight of 
wooden boats - yet their appetite is undimin-
ished. We were even asked permission to be 

photographed! 

On two occasions, we moored alongside the 
town quay in delightful Heeg in lovely Fries-
land, where traditional craft are still built in 
oak.  “Are you are Hillyard? - I used to have 
an 11 tonner”.  And so began an hour of ear-
nest discussion between Hillyard owners. 

On the second occasion, there in Heeg, we 
were moored alongside the pavement café. 

How Having a Hillyard Helps 

http://www.skdocks.co.uk/the-thames-festival2/
http://www.skdocks.co.uk/the-thames-festival2/
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Lots of fine summer weather this year but 
also some strong winds as experienced at 
this and subsequent rallies! 

Ianthe left the Solent bound for the West 
Country later than intended due to 5-7 west-
erly winds, so after an extended stay in Yar-
mouth, we hopped down to Dartmouth and 
then on to Newton Ferrers - where we had a 
practice rally with Tashana and Margo 
moored up in the beautiful Yealm River.  The 
next night found us in Sutton Harbour, Plym-
outh where we were pleased to meet up with 
Svano, who have made this well run and 
very convenient marina their current home. 

We left on Thursday 20 June and arrived 
late afternoon at Fowey in torrential rain, fol-
lowed shortly after by Margo, Talluah May, 
(looking very fine after her refit) Tashana 
and Svano.  We had one of the visitors pon-
toon in Pont Pill to ourselves (funnily enough 
the other one was also empty!) but the rain 
was such everyone vanished down below 
once the arriving vessels had been secured.  
Later that evening once the rain abated skip-
pers and crews suddenly appeared on the 
pontoon for a good natter.  The next day the 
harbour master advised us to move onto the 
river pontoon near Bodinnick as it would be 
more sheltered during the impending gale.  

RALLIES 2013 

13
th

 Southwest Rally & 4
th

 AGM 22 June 2013 
 This led to very extended coffee breaks. 

Particularly in the harbours of the Ijsselmeer, 
gesticulations indicated approval of our ap-
pearance on entry.  On one occasion, in 
Enkhuizen, our entrance was heralded by a 
wolf- whistle.  As the mate was on the fore-
deck at the time getting lines ready, the skip-
per naturally assumed that the object of at-
traction was her ladyship.  However, being of 
modest disposition, and in her 76th year, she 
violently disputes this conclusion. 

On another occasion, we moored up by the 
bridge on the south side of the delightful 
town of Sloten.  Soon admirers (of the boat) 
appeared.  We, however, were much dis-
tracted by the problem of a burst petrol can, 
which we did not want to have explode or 
ignite so close to their historic windmill.  One 
of the admirers asked what was wrong, and 
realising our predicament, offered us a lift in 
his car to purchase a replacement. 

It does help to have a funny old boat! 

Ted & Diana Evans in Ragged Robin III 

How Having a Hillyard Helps cont. 

Margo arriving at 

Newton Ferrers 

Hillyard Achives 

We have been very fortunate new 
member, Erkhart Neumann, (who cur-
rently owns a classic yacht—a Vindö 
28 he sails in The Netherlands) has 
sent us the papers he had kept from 
his previous ownership of “Tea for 
Two”.  These include details of her 
original purchase from Hillyards and 
of the works carried out to her over 

the years. 

Original copies of articles in yachting 
magazines about the David Hillyard 
story are also amongst the papers and 
we are delighted to have these for our 

archives. 

We are very grateful to him for send-
ing us this wonderful material and in 
the next newsletter will be publishing 
Tea for Two’s story and where she is 

now. 
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Tallulah May, Svano & Tashana 

 

RALLIES 2013 cont. 

We all duly shifted and found ourselves shar-
ing it with another Hillyard  - Kishiya. The six 
of us were quite snug on the pontoon but it 
was not a restful night due to the wind noise! 

The day of the rally dawned - we were joined 

by local and recent member Thor Hansen on 

his impressive 1939 Hillyard, Darag.  Going 

ashore in the evening we were very grateful to 

have the ferry service to the Town Quay, giv-

en the continuing blustery conditions but at 

least it was drier than in previous days. 

David Hubbard, who had done a great job or-

ganising this rally, had also arranged for us to 

use a Committee room at the Royal Fowey 

Yacht Club for our 4th AGM.  This was attend-

ed by - Steve & Liz Tiffin, Dave Stickland and 

Alan Rawlings, Brian & Pat Smith, Malcolm, 

Jane and Jemima Henstridge-Blows, David & 

Pauline Hubbard, Peter & Barbara Larner, 

Thorkild Hansen, John & Francesca Bright. 

Sadly our President, Michael Walden, was not 

able to attend but sent his apologies, as did 

our Treasurer, Keith Tullett who had had to 

leave Vivona in Camaret) 

Afterwards we enjoyed an excellent meal in 

the Club Dining Room where we were looked 

after very well by the chef and staff of the 

RFYC.  We enjoyed a convivial evening with 

members old and new (including John Bright 

who is restoring Yira II).  We had a prompt fin-

ish as the ferry was not running late that 

night due to the weather and no one want-

ed to be left behind!  

Another pleasant and sociable day on the 

“Hillyard Pontoon” passed by but as yet 

there was no let-up in the wind.  Alan 

Rawlings, expert weather forecaster and 

David Stickland’s crew for the first leg of 

his trip, left that morning for another one of 

his epic journeys home via who knows how 

many trains and stations!  Monday dawned 

and it was time to go our separate ways.  

Margo and Tallaluah May departed for Fal-

mouth and Svano for Megavissy, reported 

as being very pleasant. 

Ianthe and Tashana waited until the follow-

ing day for a fair wind across to Roscoff.  

Alan’s replacement  - Captain Steam – aka 

David Hubbard, having successfully com-

pleted his role as rally organiser now re-

The “Hillyard” Pontoon 
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RALLIES 2013 cont. 

turned to Fowey and came aboard Tashana 

as chief engineer etc.  Many thanks to David 

H. for making this 13th West Country Rally 

an excellent event bringing boats and crews 

together for a memorable evening in pleas-

ant surroundings overlooking the Fowey Riv-

er for both our AGM and meal.  Thanks to 

David Stickland for running the AGM. 

We were not blessed with the fine summer 

weather we might have expected to enjoy at 

this time of year and on the water Fowey 

was all but empty of visiting yachts for the 

majority of our stay. 

However I think someone somewhere was 

looking after us as various items which found 

themselves adrift as it were (a new dinghy 

and a wallet spring to mind) were miracu-

lously returned to their owners! 

Liz Tiffin 

David Hubbard has asked if 

steps can be taken to recover 

the two trophies he had 

made; one for the best fancy 

waistcoat and other for the 

member who had travelled 

the shortest distance to a ral-

ly.  If you have one or even 

both of these items you know 

who you are so please can 

you contact David asap.  

Thank you! 

Tallulah May, following her impres-

sive restoration by Mandy & Chris 

Symes - Davidson, leaving Fowey.  

Darag, owned by Thor 

Hansen 

All 

Ashore! 
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realisation, when abeam of Newtown, that 
fenders and warps needed to be prepared 
fairly swiftly, otherwise there was a strong 
likelihood that Yarmouth would be 'overshot', 
and Hannah's trusty Petter would have had 
a job fighting the tide back to Yarmouth!  Ex-
cellent 'Hillyard friendly' berthing was to 
be had on the outer portion of the walk-
ashore pontoon, with the always cheerful 
and helpful Scott from the Harbour Master's 
team being on hand to catch Hannah's bow 
line. 

Unexpectedly, Hannah was to be joined that 
evening by crew, in the form of my nephew 
Josh, and one of his modes of transport, his 
skateboard!  By the time Josh had arrived on 
the ferry, both of us had grown healthy ap-
petites, and our hunger was exacerbated by 
the smell of curry that wafted down from 
'Yarmouth Spice', which is situated just 

above the ferry terminal.  An enjoyable meal 
was to be had, with the bonus of a pleasant 
view of the harbour.  The Fray Bentos pies 
in Hannah's food locker live to gain another 
year past their 'use by' dates! 

Next morning afforded a much overdue 
catch up with Yarmouth based friends and 
family, as well as having Vic and Liz Robin-
son from the Yarmouth based Tatu of Brad-
ing (9 ton) popping down to say hello. 

By lunchtime Robin Birch on Hanser (6 ton), 
with crew Nick Sheriff (owner of 5 ton Gaga-
wan) had arrived from Poole, and were soon 
secured safely alongside Hannah.  It was 
good to catch up again with Robin and Nick, 
and Hanser was looking very resplendent 
indeed, it has to be said! 

The third visiting boat to arrive, a little later, 
was the Brighton based Winfrith (13 ton) 
with John and Jan Ridgeway.  I usually only 
get the pleasure of their company at the Na-
vy Club meets in London each January, so it 
was good to see them aboard their fine ves-
sel, which is also their home.  Malcolm and 
Jane Henstridge-Blows visited by ferry dur-
ing the early afternoon, and stayed just long 
enough to enjoy a quick drink aboard Han-
nah.  A very early start at work the following 

Solent meet in Yarmouth. 7th/8th Septem-

ber 2013 

The lovely Isle of Wight town of Yarmouth 
was chosen as this year's venue for the So-
lent meet.  A mixed bag of weather greeted 
us that weekend, although I think overall we 
had more sunshine than rain! 

Four boats made it in the end (one of those 
already being Yarmouth based).  We were 
sorry not to see our Commodore, Steve Tif-
fin, and wife Liz on Ianthe.  Steve's father 
had to go into hospital that weekend, so un-
fortunately they had to cancel—our best 
wishes go to him. 

First to arrive, on the Friday, was yours truly 
on Hannah (9 ton).  The strong spring ebb 
had whisked Hannah down the Solent in rec-
ord time, from Southampton Water, with the 

RALLIES 2013 cont. 

Excellent 'Hillyard friendly' 
berthing was to be had on the 
outer portion of the walk-

ashore pontoon.  

Hanser and Hannah 
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morning for Malcolm, meant time was 
against them, hence we were denied the 
'company' of their splendid vessel Svano (14 
ton). 

Vic and Liz had opened up Tatu of Brading, 
which was on her permanent berth nearby, 
and she was visited by most of our group 
during the course of the day. Tatu is of par-
ticular interest to me, having been built only 
three vessels ahead of Hannah in 1968, and 
the two boats are almost identical in every 
aspect! 

The quiet weekend that had been predicted 
by the harbour staff was clearly not happen-
ing, as we proceeded to witness the harbour 
rapidly filling up during the afternoon, but we 
didn't care, as by that stage our own small 
party was in full swing, with the usual pon-
toon gathering that has become the tradition 

of Hillyard meets.  The small group congre-
gated mainly on Hannah, with Hanser along-
side acting as 'overflow' vessel.  The extra 
deck and cockpit space of our Commodore's 
vessel (not to mention the company of her 
owners of course) was well and truly missed! 

As well as Vic and Liz returning to join the 
group, we were delighted to welcome Pame-
la Keen down to the boats, and also to our 
meal that evening. Pamela had travelled 
across on the ferry from her home near Lym-
ington.  As most will know, Pamela and her 
late husband Robert founded the H.O.A back 

in 1977, with the very first meet having tak-
en place just across the water in Lymington. 

Another Yarmouth based Hillyard, Kishiya 
(12 ton), was spotted leaving the harbour to 
go sailing for the weekend, and waves were 
exchanged between owners Steve and Jen-
ny Hill and our group. 

Being a bit of a steam enthusiast, I was 
pleased to have been treated to the sight of 
the World's last sea-going paddle steamer 
Waverley, which was operating excursions 
from Yarmouth Pier that weekend.  She is a 
regular visitor to the Solent in September, 
and I would recommend a trip on her, if you 
haven't done so before. 

With the harbour having suddenly become 
busy, thoughts were turned as to where we 
could eat that evening that would be able to 
accommodate our group.  Locals Vic and 
Liz came up trumps, and booked us a table 

RALLIES 2013 cont 

Winfrith 
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at the Kings Head, for which we were very 
grateful indeed. 

Josh, who had a prior engagement back on 
the mainland that evening, was to join us for 
a quick pre-dinner drink, before having to 
catch his ferry, but eight of us sat down to 
an excellent meal. 

Next morning dawned fairly bright, although 
similar to the previous day, canopies were 
kept in a state of 'readiness' for the occa-
sional showers that were waiting to catch 
out the unwary!   

The previous evening's promise of bacon 
and egg sarnies on Winfrith at 0900hrs, saw 
the crews of Hannah and Hanser duly 
washed and dressed, and assembled 
aboard said vessel at the arranged time.  
Thank you Jan, those sarnies didn't touch 
the sides as they went down!   

Nephew Josh had arranged to re-join Han-
nah for the sail back to Hythe, with Lyming-
ton being the most likely place we would 
rendezvous, so as to save time and the ex-
tra expense of the ferry. 

Taking advantage of a lull in vessel move-
ments in the harbour, and with little or no 
tide running at that stage, Hannah was first 
to depart, followed shortly afterwards by 
Winfrith. 

No sooner had Hannah cleared Yarmouth 
Pier, the mobile goes, and it's Josh, "I've 
made good time Unc Doug, and I'm on the 
ferry now!".  Ah...... ok......!   

RALLYS 2013 cont. 

A vacant mooring outside the harbour was du-
ly picked up, and within 20 minutes or so, 
Josh and his other mode of transport, his bicy-
cle, had been delivered to Hannah by the wa-
ter taxi!  

At this point I must thank Jan & Jon on Win-
frith, who, having spotted me turning back and 
picking up the mooring, went about and came 
in close, to check that all was well.  This is just 
the sort of kindness that abounds with Hillyard 
owners and is much appreciated. 

All in all an enjoyable weekend, and our 
thanks go to Vic and Liz Robinson, and to Ste-
ve and Liz Tiffin for making the arrangements 
for this Solent meet. 

I must also thank everyone who brought bot-
tles and cans along to Hannah, for our pon-
toon gathering on the Saturday afternoon.  

Rather embarrassingly, I'm sure there was 
more booze aboard her when I arrived back in 
Hythe, than when I set off! 

Hannah and Hanser with the 
Waverley paddle steamer just 
visible over the Yarmouth 

breakwater!l 
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By mid July, Wendy Woo was now seawor-
thy but still nowhere near complete below 
decks.  The galley was usable, as were the 
forward heads.  The aft heads compartment 
was still empty (and used as a useful store 
room) and the area around the wheel, auto-
pilot and engine controls still needed boxing 
in. 

In August I looked round for an interesting 
destination for a shakedown cruise during 
the first half of September.  A friend in 
Ramsgate, who owns a 75 year old 48ft 
wooden motor yacht, Sheemaun, (once 

his girl friend (who had never been on a boat 
before). 

All worked well, but raising the fully battened 
main took a bit of an effort and the lazy jacks 
and reefing lines needed lots of attention be-
fore the sail set properly.  With all sails draw-
ing we made stately progress with a fair tide 
past Broadstairs and the North Foreland light.  
As to be expected Wendy Woo needs a de-
cent blow to really get her moving! 

owned by my father) suggested I join them 
at the St Katharine’s Classic Boat Festival, 
part of the Mayor’s Thames Festival, which 
started on the 6th September and ran for a 
week. 

I applied to the organisers and was wel-
comed by them.  They were expecting some 
40 to 50 entries including several Dunkirk 
Little Ships and a contingent of working 

boats and Thames barges from the east 
coast as well as many classic yachts. 

Whilst it is possible to make the passage 
from Ramsgate to Tower Bridge in one hop, 
you need the tides to work in your favour and 
we decided to make an overnight stop in the 
Medway.  We set off from our berth in the in-
ner basin in Ramsgate when the dock gate 
opened at 0845 on 4 September in company 
with Sheemaun and once out of the harbour 
set the new sails for the first time in poor visi-
bility a light NE wind.  As crew, in addition to 
my wife, Josephine, we had on board my 
shipwright’s son and apprentice together with 

WENDY WOO TO THE TOWER 

 

 

Wendy 
Woo 
makes 
her  

arrival at 
St Kat’s 

with the 
Tower & 
Shard in 
the  

back-
ground! 
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Once we had rounded the Foreland and 
were off Margate the wind began to die 
away and we continued to motor sail along 
the coast following the “overland” route to-
ward the isle of Sheppey. 

There have been recent major changes to 
the buoyage in this area together with the 
need to avoid several areas of boulders laid 
down to take the undersea cables from the 
London Array Wind Farm, which boulders 
nearly dry at LW springs.  They are however 
well marked and easy to avoid. 

During the day visibility closed in and we 
arrived off the Medway just as the tide 
turned against us.  We moored up alongside 

Sheemaun on one of the large yellow visi-
tors moorings off Queenborough. 

We planned to leave at 0700 the next morn-
ing to ensure getting the full 7 hours of flood 
tide up the Thames.  This gives plenty of 
time to cover the 45 miles to Tower Bridge. 
We would have 4 knots of tide under us for a 
lot of that time.  However we were greeted 
that morning by thick fog which was forecast 
not to clear until around noon, too late for us 
to leave.  We made attempts to find some-
where to stop on the way to wait for the next 
favourable tide but such places are few and 
far between for boats of over 10 metres. 
(The Gallions Point Marina, next to London 
City Airport, which would have been suita-
ble, told us they were full and no longer take 

visitors).  By 1000 with no clearance in the 
fog we decided to leave it for a day.  We 
heard on the radio that there had been a mul-
ti-vehicle pile up on the Sheppey bridge and 
the M2 not so many miles from where we 
were moored.  By the afternoon the fog had 
cleared and we sweltered in bright sunlight. 

At 0600 the next morning there was only 
slight mist and visibility of some 2 miles - we 
could see across the river to the lights of the 
Grain power station. So we cast off at 0700 
and headed up the Thames with a fair tide 
but no wind.  This was the first time I had 
made this trip and it proved very interesting.  
At first the tide is gentle, some 1 knot or so, 
but as the river narrows near Gravesend the 

WENDY WOO TO THE TOWER cont 

I would highly recommend 

the trip to anyone. 

We certainly intend to be 

there next year.  

The passage up the Thames 

is fascinating and can easi-

ly be done on one tide with 

the right timing  

tide increases and soon we 
were making 10 knots over 
the ground.  We shot round 
the bend at Tilbury, under 
the Queen Elizabeth II 
Bridge, past Greenhithe and 
Erith and into London prop-
er.  The view at Greenwich is 
breathtaking, especially from 
river and soon we were call-
ing Thames VTS for permis-
sion to pass the barrier. 

After that we slowed down 
as we were in danger of get-
ting to Tower Bridge before 
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WENDY WOO TO THE TOWER cont 

the lock opened (2 hours before HW).  We 
arrived of the lock at around 1300 and had 
to wait, stemming the tide, for over an hour 
whilst they locked in the Thames barge, the 
Cambria, this all despite the lock control 
telling us they would only be a few minutes! 

It was an anxious time with a strong spring 
tide  setting onto Tower Bridge whilst hav-
ing to avoid numerous tripper boats, fast 
catamaran ferries, high speed RIBS, other 
yachts plus several convoys of pusher barg-
es full of London’s rubbish.  The river can 
get extremely rough and bumpy at this junc-
ture. 

Eventually we were locked in and once in-
side all was peace and quiet.  I was guided 
to a berth which was, mercifully, easy to get 
into. 

Once moored up we found ourselves 
amongst a most interesting and esoteric 
collection of vessels, from the steam tug 
Portway, the MTB 103 complete with torpe-
do tubes, a fleet of lovingly cared for Bates 
Starcrafts from the upper Thames, the repli-
ca revenue cutter Black Rose (next to us), a 
number of East Coast smacks, bawleys and 
luggers, a collection of Dunkirk Little Ships 
and a collection of well maintained classic 
wooden yachts.  We were the only Hillyard.  

I was also delighted to meet up with my old 
sailing companion, Julian Mustoe and his 
tiny quarter tonner Harrier of Down, freshly 
back from a 10 year solo circumnavigation 
following the route of HMS Beagle.  The or-
ganisers put up an information board in 
front of every entrant and it was interesting 
to loiter by one’s own board to hear the 
comments from passing spectators.  These 
about Wendy Woo could best be summa-
rised  as “That’s not a Hillyard – she’s far 
too big” or “I bet she’s jolly comfortable but 
Hillyards don’t sail.” 

For the few days of the Festival, St 
Katharine’s Dock was heaving with visitors, 
despite some pretty awful weather and it 
was a great time to meet new friends and to 
renew acquaintance with old ones. 

We left Wendy Woo at St Katharine’s for 
two weeks following the festival as we had 

commitments at home. 

The trip back to Ramsgate was reminiscent of 
the outward trip.  Light winds and foggy morn-
ings.  Once more we stopped at Queenbor-
ough to await a fair tide and were again fog 
bound again for 24 hours.  The following 
morning the fog had dispersed and we left at 
0700 to take advantage of the ebb tide.  We 
navigated our way in poor visibility across the 
“overland” route, this time with only a metre 
or so under our keel at low water in places.   

It was sad that we were the 

only Hillyard at St 

Katharine’s.  The Festival or-

ganisers would welcome a 

visit from fellow Hillyarders.  

They would, I am sure, ar-

range for us all to moor up 

together. How about it?  Per-

haps the East coast brigade 

would consider holding their 

September rally at St 

Katharine’s next year?? 
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Levington, Saturday, September 

14th 2013. 

The plan was to meet up at 1100 hrs at 
Ha’penny Pier, Harwich, to be issued with 
clues for a marine Treasure Hunt nobly orga-
nized by Brian and Pat Smith, in Margot. 

The Coast-guard warned us of an impending 
N 5-7, occasionally 8 and repeated the warn-
ing on the day.  So rapid change of plan and 
boats headed off home during the Saturday 
afternoon. 

Our cars, instead, brought us to the Haven 
Ports YC for a very convivial meal.  12 
Hillyarders, from Margot, Lucy Maude, Nan-
cy Blackett and Ragged Robin III sat down in 
the Cromer Room of the Lightship.  Only 
Nancy Blackett made it into the marina—but 
then they were already on the Orwell! 

Ted & Diana Evans. Ragged Robin III. 

WENDY WOO TO THE TOWER cont 

We arrived at Ramsgate at 1100 and had to 
wait a couple of hours before the gate into 
the inner harbour opened. 

All in all it was a good shakedown trip which 
proved everything was well with the work 
we had carried out.  The new Beta 75 push-
es Wendy Woo along comfortably at 7 knots 
at 1800 revs and the new sails set well.  By 
next season we hope to have finished off 
the interior and ironed out some bugs in the 
electronics department. 

It was sad that we were the only Hillyard at 
St Katharine’s and I would highly recom-
mend the trip to anyone.  We certainly in-
tend to be there next year. 

The passage up the Thames is fascinating 
and can easily be done on one tide with the 
right timing and the Festival organisers 
would welcome a visit from fellow 
Hillyarders.  They would, I am sure, arrange 
for us all to moor up together. 

How about it? 

 

Perhaps the East coast brigade would con-
sider holding their September rally at St 
Katharine’s next year??  (One benefit this 
year was that once you had paid the Festi-
val entry fee of £100 you got free mooring – 
cheap at the price). 

 

Nicholas Gray 

(Email: ngray@xilan.fr) 

 

EASTERN REGION RALLY 2013 

Adjacent picture — new member 

James Storm sailing Columbine off 

Hayling Island this summer 

Michael Joyce Memorial Award— this will be announced in the next news-

letter but if you wish to nominate anyone or send in details of your own 

restoration project or voyage please do so as soon as possible 
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It had been my intention during 2014, the 
year of my seventieth birthday, to take an ex-
tended cruise on a vessel called Tres Hom-
bres.  She is an engineless brigantine which 
transports commercial cargoes under sail.  
However, we were unable to coordinate 
dates.  During the course of my visit to Ros-
coff to take part in Entre Terre et Mer to my 
surprise and delight she berthed in the com-
mercial dock there.  I had time to spare while 
waiting for a crew change so I made contact 
and was told that she was loading organic 
wine and sea salt to transport to Den Helder.  

The voyage was planned to take a week and 
subject to there being space after loading the 
cargo I could sail.  This is the transcript of the 
daily log which I kept during my time on 
board.  Bear in mind three things as you read 
it; the summer was typified by extended peri-
ods of easterly winds, Tres Hombres has no 
engine and Den Helder lies to the east of 
Roscoff.  My time ran out before I got any-
where near Den Helder!  

You may find the web site of interest: 
svtreshombres.homestead.com.  She is 32 
metres overall and sets thirteen sails; four 
headsails, four square sails, three staysails, a 
gaff main and a gaff topsail.  It was hard but 
fun work and I came to the conclusion that it 
was the crew who looked after the ship as 
much as the ship looking after the crew. 

Tres Hombres  -   Monday 8th July 2013 

Locked up Tashana and moved aboard Tres Hombres 
this morning. I live in the f’c’sle, in the dark with sever-
al – at this stage I’m not sure how many – other guys.  
They are mostly young and mostly Dutch – but I will 

find out over the next few days.  The Captain is 
Dutch, as is the second mate, Lisje.  The first mate, 
Danielle is Canadian.  We spent most of the day wait-
ing for salt.  It eventually arrived – fortunately as the 
tide was rising. We loaded 192 40kg bags by hand; 
15,000 bottles of organic wine was already aboard.  I 
now live in an even smaller space surrounded by 
wine and salt.  I do have a chest of my own!  We plan 
to leave at 06.30 in the morning.  A fishing boat will 
pull us off the lee berth and tow us out clear of the 
rocks.  The crew is quite young and it’s all a bit hippy.  
I’ve done quite a bit of galley and washing up duties.  
Everyone is very friendly and take the trouble to 
speak English when around me. 

Tuesday 9th July 2013 

I forgot to mention yesterday that remembering which 
pump pumps what was a difficulty.  One delivers sea 
water, another fresh water not suitable for drinking 
and another fresh water you can drink.  We were 
woken at 05.30, breakfasted at 06.00 and the tug 
boat arrived at 06.30.  Between then and 08.00 was a 
bit of a blur involving setting all fore and aft sails and 
then the square sails.  Safety briefing at 08.00 togeth-
er with watch setting.  I am on port watch and my 
muster number is nine.  Then to bed in preparation for 
my noon to 20.00 watch.  We all had lunch at noon 
which was a bit difficult – it was blowing a good five, 
the cook was queasy and keeping a footing was a bit 
tricky.  The royal had been taken down while I was 
asleep.  Our watch saw the wind drop and the white 
horses disappear.  The royal was reset and the gaff 
topsail was also set – eleven sails  in all.  We all had 
supper al fresco at the 20.00 change of watch.  I’m 
just going to bed in preparation for my midnight to 
04.00 watch. 

Wednesday 10th July 2013 

I have now worked out who is who. In the f’c’sle there 
is Remy (French) (stbd, upper fwd), Lemmert (Dutch) 
(stb, lower, aft,), me (English) (port, upper, fwd), Kess 
(Dutch) (port, lower, fwd), Joel (aka Eagle Eye) (Bon 
Aire and therefore Dutch) (port, upper, aft) and Ste-
ven (Dutch) (port, lower, aft) together with salt and 
wine.  Amidships Lisje together with Ron (Dutch) the 
cook, who is excused watches but doesn’t see much 
daylight either since he’s in the galley.  Aft are Dan-
ielle and Argen.  My watch (port) is English speaking 
and consists of Danielle, me, Joel and Remy. The day 
started early – like 00.01 to 04.00 – this watch also 
makes bread, but the next watch bakes it.  The wind 
rose with the sun so the royal and the topsail came 
down.  Since she has four jibs, four square sails, 
three staysails and a gaff main and a gaff topsail tack-
ing is all a bit of a performance usually carried out at 
change of watch to maximize the number of people.  I 
next stood 08.00 to 14.00 and then 18.00 to 24.00 
with sleep in between. 

Thursday 11th July 2013 

The 24.00 watch end overflowed – we needed to take 
down the royal and gaff topsail – both at the same 
time – a bit of a pickle!  On at 04.00 off the Casquets 

A HILLYARDER’S DIVERSION 

 

Adjacent 

picture — 

Life aboard 

Tres  

Hombres 
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A Hillyarder’s Diversion 

– suddenly a squall necessitated a quick sail reduc-
tion – jibs, staysails etc.  Eventually got off watch ex-
pecting a long sleep from 08.00 to 14.00 – but wind 
over tide and increasing wind and sea meant that on 
the windward tack I had to hold on to my berth – the 
leeward tack was fine – we took a greenie down the 
hatch and I don’t think cameras and sea water mix!  A 
problem to sort out when we get home.  At 14.00 we 
were facing Poole Bay with clear skies, bright sun-
shine and no wind.  A windless afternoon now facing 
France – big tacks – sleep now from 20.00 to 24.00.  
We now have wind. 

Friday 12th July 2013 

Each of these enormous tacks moves us just 30 miles 
nearer our real course.  On watch at 00.01 to 04.00 
pointing just east of Barfleur – tacked again! On 
watch from 08.00 to 14.00 – good news now able to 
make south east – passed many small boats going 
from the Solent to France. On from 20.00 to 24.00 – 
superb mackerel supper courtesy of Steven’s fishing 
skills last evening and his cooking skills this evening 
– whole baked mackerel floating in a vegetable soup 
– Norwegian apparently. Argen sent my web log to 
Carol today. 

Saturday 13th July 2013 

On from 04.00 to 08.00 – now headed towards Fe-
camp – a better tack – but it was not to last. We 
tacked away towards Brighton – then the wind died 
altogether – lunch at 14.00 as usual – expected to be 
on watch from 14.00 to 20.00 but watches are stood 
down – declared a rest day, much laundry and airing 
of bedding.  Tomorrow is Sunday and will also be a 
rest day – with Schnapps – the only non-alcohol free 
day.  Mobile phones can be charged tomorrow too.  
The camera may be recovering? 

Sunday 14th July 2013 

On watch from 00.01 to 04.00 and again from 08.00 
to 14.00. Pancakes for breakfast courtesy of Lisje and 
Sunday lunch with wine, cookies and mackerel and 
all sorts – a feast. Wind filled in a bit from the west – 
running with all sails set – but very light. Camera now 
working – phone charging – all’s well.  On watch 

again from 20.00 to 24.00. Went aloft – finished the 

day with cigars, rum, coffee and chocolate – and 
many mackerel. 

Monday 15th July 2013 

On watch from 04.00 to 08.00 – we anchored to avoid 
being set back ten miles due to the adverse tide. A 
performance due to the depth of the water – trouble 
with windlass when trying to recover the anchor. On 
again from 14.00 to 20.00 – now sailing well, close to 
the French coast heading for the Dover Straight.  On 
again at 00.01. 

Tuesday 16th July 2013 

A strange and emotional day.  At anchor off Boulogne 
– no wind.  On watch from 00.01 to 04.00 and again 
from 08.00 to 14.00. We were visited by the pompiers 
– their underwater division who appear curious and 
ask if anyone wished to go ashore.  They took coffee 

and a tour of the boat.  Quite suddenly Argen decided 
to leave.  He appointed Lemmert as captain – he was 
going to take the ship to Denmark in any case.  The 
ship was running short of supplies and gas and it was 
decided to anchor closer in shore and take the dinghy 
ashore for gas and provisions.  Progress was slow – 
anchoring on alternate tides and only making a couple 
of knots at best because of the light winds.  I felt it 
right to go ashore too.  I showered at the Yacht Club 
and found the railway station.  It was now 21.30 and 
the Paris train leaves at 05.01 – so what!  My sleep 
patterns are all over the place anyway. 

It has been a very interesting experience with 
very interesting people.  The voyage was 
probably not typical because of the weather 
conditions, but I’m glad I did it.  Looking for-
ward to getting back to Tashana, doing laun-
dry and reprovisioning. 

I guess people in the UK are saying what a 
wonderful summer but sustained high pres-
sure makes for very unpredictable wind.  At 
about 22.00 a man came to lock up the sta-
tion. I asked if he could help me buy a ticket 
for the morning which he did and then asked 
if I had anywhere to sleep.  I said that I had 
hoped to sleep on the station but he said that 
was not possible but since my train was in 
the station he would allow me to sleep on 
board.  I would be secure because he would 
lock me in.  He very politely showed me to a 
compartment and left.  The train left at 05.00 
arrived at Paris Nord at 08.00 and I was 
across Paris and on the TGV to Morlaix by 
09.05 and in Morlaix at 12.45. Very good 
train service.  Back on Tashana all well by 

14.00.  David Stickland 

Alternative uses for rope netting 

aboard Tres Hombres 
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Terre et Mer Festival, Morlaix June 2013 

On Ianthe we could not keep up with Vivona, 
(an early season trip to take part in the 
Semaine du Golf in the bay of Morbihan, 
then festivals at Morlaix and Paimpol fol-
lowed by Channel Islands cruising before 
returning to Falmouth) or Tashana, sailing 
very well with her new main, (leaving Ports-
mouth mid June before returning at the end 
of August, via Fowey, Roscoff, Morlaix, 
Paimpol and the Channel Islands ) but we 
met up with them in Roscoff prior to the start 
of the Terre et Mer festival. 

We were very impressed with the pretty town 
of Roscoff and can see why it is such a ideal 
place to & from the UK—particularly if you 
are resident in the West Country!)  The new 
marina is impressive, if not quite finished, 
but watch out for the tides— especially on 
the outer berths! 

Unfortunately the sunny weather did not last 
and most of the time we spent up the river at 

Waiting for the Tide: Tashana,  

Ianthe & Vivona in Roscoff 

Vivona, avec la grande voile! 

Morlaix was overcast with rain and drizzle. 

This was a shame as the organisers had ar-
ranged every day for “LA FLOTTE DANS LA 

BAIE DE MORLAIX” with vessels departing 
from Carantec, Térénez, Dourduff and Mor-
laix and rendezvousing for the various sail 
pasts and events laid on daily in the Baie, 
including visiting the stunning Château du 
Taureau.  These may have been better sup-
ported by some of the smaller vessels (well 
us anyway!) had there not been the prospect 
of thick fog all day and a return up the river 
and through the lock when it was almost 
dark, due to the tide times.  The visitors en-
joyed seeing us we think, judging by the 
number who stopped to gossip.  There was 
always the livestock, not to mention the trac-
tors to go and look at (the Terre part of the 

festival) when we were not socialising or 
watching the aerial display over the river.  It 
was only the second time it has taken place 
and was a more relaxed atmosphere than 
Paimpol and on a much smaller scale but 
nonetheless very enjoyable. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=XYpEe_8s6XY 

The above link on youtube is well worth 
watching to see Tashana locking in to Morlaix, 
and gives a flavour of the atmosphere, not to 
mention the chance to hear and delight in Da-
vid Hubbard practising his français! 

 

Steve & Liz Tiffin 

Ianthe 

dressed 

overall 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYpEe_8s6XY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XYpEe_8s6XY
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Date of next issue May 2014 

If you have any articles, photos or 
news which would interest other 
HOA members please email to Steve 
Tiffin at stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

President Michael Walden 

Commodore Steve Tiffin 

Telephone 0208 949 1699, mob 07979 
  530293 

E-mail  stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk 

Treasurer Keith Tullett 

Telephone  01872 865414, mob 07812 
  138651 

E-mail  kjatullett@gmail.com 

Secretary Dave Stickland 

Telephone  02392 345342, mob 07836 
  282561 

E-mail            david_stickland@talk21.com 

Website Guy Smith 

E-mail      hillyardyachts@ntlworld.com 

EVENTS 2014 

please see HOA website “Events” page for further 

and updated details of all events and links to invites 

HOA Officers and Contact Details  Welcome Aboard 

Disclaimer: the contents of any written material supplied 

or published by The Hillyarder may not necessarily 

represent the views of the HOA committee or the 

majority of the HOA members 

Mary Meacle Little Mouse 9 ton 1964 Cork 

Eckhart 

Neumann 

Ex Tea for 

Two 

11 

ton 

1970  

Joanna Kent Wumpus 9 ton 1965 Lymington 

James Storm Columbine 9 ton 1960 Chichester 

John Bright  Yira II 5 ton 1951 Fowey 

LONDON MEET THURSDAY 9TH JANUARY 2014 at The Naval Club, 38 
Hill Street, London, W1J 5NS Dinner at 19.30: Bar Opens 18.00 

By courtesy of the Commodore and Committee, the 2014 London Meet has been arranged 
on the above date which coincides with the London Boat Show. Please note this year it is 
being held on a Thursday. 

The three course menu is as follows:  

Tian of Crab & Smoked Salmon, Pickled Cucumber, Saffron & Brown 
Shrimp Vinaigrette  

Roast Rump of Lamb, Mediterranean Vegetable Ragout, Parmentier Pota-
toes, Rosemary & Garlic Jus 

Seasonal Berry Romanoff with Chocolate Sauce and Brandy Snap Basket 

Coffee and Mints 

(If you have particular dietary requirements please let me know) 

Cost  £40 per head.   Wine can be purchased separately from the Bar. 

Dress:  The Club Rules request that men wear tie and jacket at all times.  Ladies - evening 
wear as dictated by fashion and taste. 

We will be dining in the Club Dining Room so numbers limited to a maximum of 29 places. 

Please let me know as soon as possible if you are able to attend and advise me of numbers 
and dietary requirements by email (stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk) and if you prefer to pay 
electronically the Association's bank details are 05 02 00, 29869783, the IBAN number is 
GB38YORK05020029869783.  The “Swift” code is YORKGB22XXX. Please confirm if you 
intend to pay this way. 

Otherwise please reply with payment to reach me by Monday 30 December 2013 at the 

very latest to Steve Tiffin, 11 Branksome Way, New Malden, Surrey, KT3 3AX. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

HOA Dinner, The Naval Club, London, THURSDAY 9th January 2014 

Please book the following places for myself and guests at the above event.  I enclose my cheque 
payable to the HOA. 

Name.............................................................Number of Persons.......................... at £ 40 per 
head.           Special dietary requirements.................................................................................. 

Joanna Kent’s grandfa-

ther, Peter Searle, owned 

Wumpus from 1965-

1978.  Her previous own-

er, Brian Larbalestier, 

kept her in Jersey where 

this picture was taken in 

2001 

mailto:stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk

