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Welcome to our Spring 2013 edition of the 
Hillyarder.  Let us hope this summer will be 
drier and less windy than last year and that 
the temperature starts to warm up now! Usu-
ally by this time of year the yard where I 
keep Ianthe is emptying rapidly, but currently 
boats are still wedged tightly together as 
people struggle to catch up on all the jobs 
they should have done in the winter.  It has 

Special thanks to all our contributors to this newsletter!  Please 
continue to send us news of your restoration projects, sailing sto-
ries and anything else you think may be of interest to other HOA 
Members.  Thank you. 

been the coldest spring for many years here 
on the south coast and it is noticeable that 
fewer boats then normal have been venturing 
out in to the Solent.  Let’s hope this changes 
soon.  The other issue that is very apparent 
in the boatyard is the number of mainly 
smaller boats looking unloved.  At this point 
in the economic cycle many people do not 
have surplus cash and unfortunately some 

Maid of Shannon at Yarmouth 
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Commodore’s Thoughts continued  
yachts are just abandoned in yards with pro-
prietors left to sell them to try and cover out-
standing fees.  We have already heard over 
the past year of a number of Hillyards falling 
in to disrepair but hopefully they will find a 
new caring owner over the next few months. 

I have now been commodore for 3 years.  It 
has always been my stated intention to seek 
another member to take over around this 
time so they can enjoy the varied life and ex-
perience of Hillyard yachts and their owners.  
If anybody feels this is something they would 
like to know more about please contact me. 

Our past and future events are covered else-
where in this issue, and I do encourage you 
all to join us for one of these, whether you 
come by boat or road.  We will be sailing 
west again this year, joining the Fowey Rally 
hopefully via the Channel Islands.  After this 
event in June we are going across to Morlaix 
for the Terre et Mer festival in company with 
Vivona & Tashana.  Why not try and book in 
if you are going to be in that area at the end 
of June?  We need to be back in the Solent 
mid July this year as our August programme 
has been taken over by our daughter’s wed-
ding that month.  Yet again we will be hoping 
for an Indian summer in Sept/Oct including 
good weather for our Yarmouth Rally! 

We have some really excellent articles in this 
edition and some potential candidates for 
this year’s Michael Joyce award. Please 
send in any articles for the next newsletter 
by mid-October.  Thanks to Liz again for this 
newsletter and good sailing for this year. 

Steve Tiffin 

We held another successful London meet at 
this imposing venue in the heart of Mayfair, 
a week later than normal as the London 
Boat Show started later than usual.  We 
have traditionally ensured the two events 
coincided.  As ever John Sonderscov and 
his staff were very welcoming and we en-
joyed our dinner, a truly excellent meal be-
ing provided for 21 HOA members and 
guests, only slightly down from last year!  
Attendees were Secretary Dave Stickland 
with Carol, Doug Coulson, Vic and Liz Rob-
inson, Nicholas & Jo Gray, John & Jan 
Ridgeway, Adrian & Zoe Chorley, John & 
Kersti Chambers, and their guests Godfrey 
& Claire Bruce – Radcliff.  We were very 
pleased to see Ted & Diana Evans there 
and both looking so well. We were especial-
ly pleased to welcome Margaret Pausey and 
her son Nigel for making the journey up to 
London to be with us.  Michael Walden, our 
President, sent a message to the members 
present, expressing his and Gillian’s regret 

Naval Club Dinner 11
th

 January 2013 

Michael Joyce Memorial - as you will 

know from previous newsletters this is 
awarded to the “Hillyarder” showing the most 
“endeavour “ in relation to a voyage, restora-
tion project or other related activity.  The 
Committee have decided the award for 2012 
should go to Piers and Sue Snell for their 
"Tour de Bretagne" last summer which was 
included in the last edition of the newsletter 
entitled “Summer Cruise”.  Congratulations 
to them both and a small award is on its way 
to Piers and Sue. 

Please send your nominations for this year’s 
award to David Stickland. 

Michael Walden, 

our President sent 

a message to 

members present 

with best wishes 

for the coming 

year and sailing 

season. 
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Ken Pausey Obituary  

Kenneth Pausey was born on 25 November 
1926 in Fulham and his early life was spent 
in London.  He was a keen cyclist, being in-
volved in time trials, racing and longer 
events such as cycling to Paris in his young-
er days.  The love of cyling he kept up all his 
life. He and Margaret  had 2 fold up bikes on 
the boat when sailing - for trips ashore and 
visiting other Hillyards on marinas with long 
and wide pontoons! 

Ken and Margaret were married in 1957 and 

relocated to Slough to a house built for them 
from which they have never moved.  They 
had two boys - Nigel and Richard - who still 
live locally, 3 grandsons and one grand-
daughter. 

Ken qualified as an accountant, started his 
own firm which son Nigel now runs.  Ken did 
not officially retire until he was 82 so had a 
long and successful career.  Ken was also a 
Freemason and this was a very important 
part of his life through which he formed 
many important friendships. 

Ken owned a boat called “The Molly” when 
he met Margaret, kept at The Hardway 
Portsmouth, a Wayfarer dinghy when the 
boys were very young and then a Bermudan 
sloop called Maid of Soay for 11 years.  An-
other Maid came into the family when in 
1972 Ken became the 2nd owner of Maid of 
Shannon, an 11 ton Hillyard built in 1968.  
Ken became a HOA member after meeting 

at not being present, due to on-going health 
problems and best wishes for the coming 
y e a r  a n d  s a i l i n g  s e a s o n .  
Steve welcomed our guests and said apolo-
gies had been received from Ken Andrews, 
who usually has a presence at this event 
with his stalwart crew, also Pamela Keen, 
Vincent van Walt and Ray Hey.  Steve made 
reference to the very sad passing away of 
long time members and great supporters of 
the HOA, Nim Campbell and last autumn, 
Ken Pausey.  

Steve also reviewed the previous sailing 
season which from his perspective had been 
mainly wet, windy and foggy!  He looked for-
ward to the sailing season in 2013 and the 
planned HOA events including the summer 
rally in Fowey with some Hillyards going on 
to the Terre et Mer festival in Morlaix at the 
end of June. 

Looking further forward Steve said he hoped 
to celebrate Ianthe’s 40

th
 anniversary in 

2014, as does Nicholas Gray with Wendy 
Woo’s 50

th
 anniversary in 2015! 

Margaret said a few words about Ken and 
their long association with the HOA, which 
was much appreciated by those present and 
kindly provided some port for a toast to Ken, 
whose beloved Maid of Shannon has always 
provided a standard of care and mainte-
nance other owners have aspired to! 

As always it was most enjoyable to catch up 
with new and old friends, reminisce about 
last year’s events and sailing stories and to 
discuss plans for the next sailing season. 
The proposed date for next year is Thursday 
9

th
 January so as to coincide with the Lon-

don Boat show dates which have again 
changed from previous years.  On the web-
site under Events there is a link to the invita-
tion which will be updated with further details 

in due course.  Steve and Liz Tiffin 
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 Michael Joyce at the festival in Brest.  He 
and Margaret actively supported the HOA 
at rallies and also attending the London 
meet at the Naval Club for many years. 

Ken and Margaret sailed with the boys from 
an early age (Richard being just three 
weeks old when he had his first channel 
crossing to Cherbourg!) and regularly sailed 
to the Channel Islands, Normandy and Brit-
tany.  Maid of Shannon attended the Brest 
Festival on three separate occasions and 
was always noted for the immaculate condi-
tion in which Ken kept her - she was win-
tered in the shed at Wicormarine, Portches-
ter and every Saturday Ken drove down 
from Slough for the day to work on her, with 
the boat going back in the water at Easter.  
In the summer she was kept on the moor-
ings here.  Ken was a member of the Royal 
Solent YC and many happy times were 
spent in Yarmouth as a family.  Ken and 
Margaret were also members of the RNSA 
and Royal Lymington YC - in later years he 
and Margaret spent time on the marina at 
Lymington and also visiting Hythe Marina, 
where Doug Coulson always made them 
very welcome. 

Ken, although fit and active until very re-
cently, was diagnosed with leukaemia last 
year.  Sadly he suffered a brain haemor-
rhage shortly before he died on 3

rd
 Novem-

ber 2012 shortly before his 86
th 

 birthday. 

Vincent van Walt, Doug Coulson and I at-

Jonathan Dodd, HOA member and owner 
of Antipodes has kindly sent us an obitu-
ary for his father, John Dodd who sadly 
passed away in September 2012 aged 89. 

My father, like the late Eric Sibthorpe, was in 
the Navy.  In 1958 he bought a “Twinkle 
Twelfth” (built by Wright & Sons (Ipswich) Ltd 
during the 1950s - 70s) which I learnt to sail 
in, aged 5 - 11. 

Then in 1961 he set about “persuading” Da-
vid Hillyard to build him a Hillyard.  In those 
days the order books were full and David on-
ly built vessels of this kind for people he 
thought could handle them and as far as I 
could gather he was not sure about the Dodd 
family at all!  I remember visiting the yard on 
two or three occasions and DH would ask us 
to cross to a Hillyard on the slipway or afloat, 
on a single scaffold board (he did offer Moth-
er a hand I think!) whilst we three little boys 
crossed nervously (health & safety would 
have had a field day.) 

After 2 years of this in October 1963, I be-
lieve we visited the yard with Granny, then 
severely arthritic and in a wheelchair.  DH 
hardly spoke to Dad that day but directed his 
conversation directly at Granny, a person of 
his own age (Dad was just 40 and I was 10 
with two younger brothers in tow. That con-
versation went something like this…… 

“Mrs Dodd your son has been pestering me 
now for two years to build him a Hillyard. Do 
you really think he is capable of handling a 

tended his funeral service last November and 
he is much missed by Margaret, his family, 
friends and HOA members.  We were very 
touched Margaret and son Nigel attended the 
Naval Club Dinner this January and Margaret 
spoke about Ken and his association with the 
HOA.  We wish Margaret all the best as she 
has been suffering from very severe back 
problems. 

Steve Tiffin 

Obituary John Dodd 

Ken Pausey Obituary continued 

Ken and Margaret aboard Maid of Shannon 
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vessel of this size? “  Granny replied “Mr 
Hillyard Sir, my son was a navigator during 
the war on an escort convoy destroyer and 
he has recently read up on his navigation 
and taken a medium frequently radio course, 
I think he ought to be able to, don’t you?” 
DH replied “Jolly Good, I’ll build him one 
then, now I really must go” and turned round 
to walk away. 

Dad got a cheque book out and offered a 
deposit to which DH replied over his shoul-
der -  “An account will be sent to you in due 

course. Good Bye”. 

That was the last 
we saw of David 
Hillyard for he died 
shortly after in No-
vember 1963 I be-
lieve. 

All dealings were 
then with Dennis 
Cullingford and our 
Hillyard started 
construction in Oc-
tober 1964 and 
was launched 
around May 1965 – 
6 months to build 
including a delay in 
propeller delivery. 

Then in 1961 

he set about 

“persuading” 

David 

Hillyard to 

build him a 

vessel.  DH 

only built 

boats for 

those he 

thought  

could handle 

them! 

Original bill from David Hillyard for Antipodes dated June 1965 

Dad collected our 12 ton Hillyard in May with 
one of DH’s experienced crew so that he 
could learn the ropes. 

Sadly Antipodes has been laid up ashore for 
close on 7 years now (no cockpit or water/
fuel tanks).  I have a Jenneau Sun 2000 
which we trailer sail as a family - great fun. I 
do sincerely hope I will find time soon to re-
store our Hillyard! 

Jonathon Dodd  
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About five years ago I found a book in our 
local library entitled “How to sail around the 
world.”  The author, Hal Roth, totally in-
spired me.  As a family we were very keen 
dinghy sailors, and my wife Mandy had al-
ways wanted to travel, so why not combine 
the two?  Soon I was searching the internet 
for our ‘ideal’ boat.  There were lots of boats 
and we viewed many but none really 
seemed to fit the bill.  We had decided that 
we would want to know every inch of any 
boat we were to put to sea in and so, it 
needed to be a restoration project.  Anyway, 
we really couldn’t afford anything else.  We 
kept coming back to an old Hillyard ketch 
and both myself and Mandy liked the look of 
her.  This boat ticked most of our boxes, we 
wanted an easy to handle rig, and an aft 
cabin would be better than quarter berths as 
it would offer a separate space to our older 
children, so we went to have a look.  We 
found ‘Truffle’ languishing in the corner of a 
quarry on the river Dart, and were very dis-

I changed to part time work so that I could 
work a couple of days a week and then split 
the rest of the time between family and the 
boat. Mandy and I planned to ’take turns’ 
with the boat.  Although we had never done 
anything like this before we both have rele-
vant skills, I had worked in agricultural engi-
neering and construction, Mandy in wood-
working.  We started preparing a master 
plan. 

We decided very early on in the project to 
replace or repair everything that needed do-
ing with the best quality materials we could 
find.  All through hull fittings were replaced 
with bronze, wiring is all tinned copper.  All 
the plywood used is Lloyds registered; decks 
were epoxied using west system resins and 
woven rovings.  Iroko was bought as boards, 
cut and planed to size.  French oak was 
used for frames and ribs, as the quality is 
more consistent than with English oak.  This 
was bought in sized and planed all round. 
Where planks were replaced we used copper 
boat nails, roved to fix them. The joints were 
then treated with cuprinol, primed, caulked, 
primed, stopped with lead putty, (red below 
the waterline, and white above) and primed.  

appointed with what we found.  She had ob-
viously been neglected for some time and 
was in a bit of a state.  She was much room-
ier than anything we had previously looked 
at, we had four children to accommodate 
and two of them were under three at the 
time! 

We thought we could fix her up. So, after a 
survey which confirmed all our worries, 
(planks would need replacing, all the elec-
trics would need to come out, the engine 
would need looking at, there were soft 
patches on the side decks, part of the dog 
house roof was rotten, the base of the main 

mast was soft, frames around the bilge plates 
were also soft, keel bolts would need inspect-
ing……the list went on and on,) an offer was 
made.  After some negotiation it was accept-
ed.  It was April 9

th
 2011 and we had just 

bought our first big boat.  We were now in a 
strange place of knowing there was a huge 
amount of work to do but also knowing we 
really had no idea how much. This, we 
thought was probably best, as to dwell on it 
too much would do us no good. 

FROM TRUFFLE TO TALLULAH MAY 

Truffle en 
route to 
her new 
tempo-
rary 
home in 
Somer-

set 
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The whole of the hull was eventually given 
three coats of primer, the first thinned with 
cuprinol wood treatment, and finally painted 
with three coats of top-lac, but more of this 
later. 

The plan was to bring her home to a very 
landlocked part of Somerset and do the 
work on the drive of our rented house.  The 
surveyor had given the all clear to motor her 
down the river to Dart Haven Marina for a lift 
out and on to road transport for the journey 
home.  When we looked at the tide tables 
we realised we could only move her on 
springs and so a lift in, a lift out, transport 
and a crane at the Somerset end were ll 
booked for ten days later, Wednesday 19

th
.  

The weekend before the move myself and a 
good friend Ken went down to Galmpton to 
get the rig down and prepare her for the 
road journey.  With much fretting the rig 
came down safely, we lowered the mizzen 
off the main mast and the main off an ’A’ 
frame made from 4x2’s doubled up.  It was 
probably over engineered but we were tak-
ing no chances. As Ken pointed out, 
“There’s no need to worry, the keel will stop 
the main mast hitting the floor!!” 

With the masts and rigging firmly strapped 
to two 4x2 crutches mounted in the taber-
nacles, the engine checked and everything 
else stowed or removed, she was ready. 

After a delightful and thankfully uneventful 
trip down the river Dart she was lifted out 
and placed onto road transport for the jour-
ney to Somerset.  One bright day in April a 
lorry arrived with a 36’ Hillyard on the back.  

It is really something to see a 12 ton boat 
craned around the overhanging trees and 
onto your drive.  We had laid out used rail-
way sleepers on the concrete and placed six 
inch round fence posts down both sides. 
With a good number of softwood wedges she 
would be propped up with the posts under 
the chine’s, the keels resting on the sleepers.  
We had just enough room to open the gar-
age doors and close the drive gates, and 
about 18” between the topsides and the 
chimney breast. This would be Truffle’s new 
home, for a while at least. 

It seemed to take ages just to strip out the 
cabin soles and all the lockers, they were so 
crammed full of stuff!  Whilst doing this we 
read furiously, anything we could get our 
hands on to do with boat restoration.  We 
needed information on all aspects of the job, 
as both of us were very much novices at this.  
Once all the locker bottoms and the cabin 
soles were out we could see what we were 
up against.  The bilges were in an awful 
state, a mix of thick greasy goo and dog hair 
covered all surfaces and some serious 
cleaning was in order before we could pro-
ceed but first the engine and tanks had to 
come out to aid access to the planks around 
the bilge plates.  We enlisted the help of a 
friend of our eldest son, a local young farmer 
and his tele-handler.  The boom of this huge 
yellow machine was just long enough to 
reach over the hedge and lift our Thor-
neycroft 50 out.  The engine was placed, 
covered, on a pallet beneath the bows to be 
dealt with at a later date along with the water 
and diesel tanks.  We now had to build some 
sort of shelter to keep out the worst of our 

FROM TRUFFLE TO TALLULAH MAY continued 
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ly had no idea 

how much! 
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summer weather and so a huge tarpaulin was 
ordered from e-bay along with 100m of 6mm 
bungee cord.  We bought a roll of 32mm blue 
water pipe and cut it into lengths to form 
hoops over the decks attaching it to the stan-
chions with cable ties, the tarp was dragged 
over the hoops and tied with bungee cord un-
der the boat and fastened with hooks envel-
oping the whole thing in a huge white sheet.  
With the work lights on at night it looked as 
though aliens had landed. 

And so, back to the bilges. Proprietary bilge 
cleaners were purchased and found sadly 
lacking.  Cilit Bang proved to be the best stuff 
and after many long days scrubbing on hands 
and knees the bilges were squeaky clean. 
This allowed us to inspect all those hard to 
reach areas and to our dismay many sections 
of ribs around the bilge plate bolts were soft. 
This was much worse than we had realised. 
The bilge plates had to come off.  On her 
sleepers and post props Truffle was sat nearly 
2ft off the floor.  Using a combination of wedg-
es hammered under all the posts propping her 
up and wedges under the bilge plates, slowly 
she was tilted so that the plates could be 
dropped, one at a time. Mandy had done 
some reading about the pro’s and cons of 
bilge plates and we decided once they were 
removed not to replace them.  After much 
sweating and bashing with a variety of ham-
mers and wrecking bars the bilge plates were 
off. Mandy cut out the soft planks and ribs. 
Ribs and frames were cut back to well into 
good wood and new sections epoxied into 
place. Both being doubled up.  New Iroko 
boards were carefully cut, shaped, and fitted.  
We replaced the oak beams backing the bilge 
plates (or where the plates used to be) to add 
strength to this area of the hull and tie all the 
frames in the centre of the boat together.  At 
nearly nine feet long they had to come out in 
three bits and it was the devil’s own job to get 
them back in under the bulk head and cabin 
sole frames in one piece.   

It was recommended in the survey to inspect 
the keel bolts. I was dreading this but in actual 
fact it proved surprisingly easy to do.  We in-
spected four, one front, one back, and two in 
the middle, and thankfully all the bolts were in 
great condition.  Whilst all this was going on I 

had been researching fuel tanks.  Both wa-
ter and diesel tanks were out of the boat 
and both were in a very sorry state.  After 
much debate about stainless vs. galva-
nised we decided on new plastic tanks.  
Drawings were made and two 258L tanks 
were ordered from Tek-tanks.  Next I 
turned my attention to the wiring which was 
a real mess.  Lots of joins twisted together 
with insulation tape, the bilges must have 
been a real electric soup.  The whole lot 
was ripped out and we planned the rewir-
ing from scratch.  Mandy was now busy 
with more plank repairs, there was a patch 
under the port side aft cabin which needed 
replacing and some of the caulking had 
been forced through the hull in the engine 

bay beneath the water tank, also on the 
port side.  With clear access to the hull we 
took the opportunity to replace nearly all of 
the through hull fittings.  We left the blakes 
sea cocks in the heads, they were serviced 
and deemed fit for purpose.  All the other 
through hulls were replaced using bronze 
fittings with DZR ball valves.  The bilges 
were now painted through-out, and it trans-
formed the look of the insides to have nice 
clean ‘mid-grey’ all over. 

Towards the end of the summer we had (at 
last) some dry warm weather. The masts 
were on home made wooden trestles on 
the lawn, Mandy set about scarfing a new 
base piece into the main.  The main mast 
is made of four pieces, two blocks with two 
cheeks on the outside.  At the base there 
was also a central block. The cheeks were 

FROM TRUFFLE TO TALLULAH MAY continued 
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sound but all three blocks were effected with 
rot, so they were cut back 12” into good 
wood, but the joints were staggered over a 
distance of 18”.  She used a length of knot 
free straight grained Douglas fir and replaced 
the whole area.  The main mast was stripped 
in sections and epoxied and varnished before 
moving onto the next section, so that the 
bare wood was not left exposed for any long-
er than necessary.   The mizzen was already 
delaminating before stripping, so the longitu-
dinal joints were cleaned out and glued back 
together with more epoxy.  The whole lot was 
then given two coats of epoxy and ten coats 
of Epifanes clear yacht varnish. This was 
done over a period of days and weeks. We 
often had to dash from the house to pull the 
covers over to save the latest coat of varnish 
from a shower!   

The next job was the decks. We had found, 
and the survey confirmed, the side decks 
were soft.  Both port and starboard had to 
come off.  We bought four builders trestles 
and some scaffold boards and set about 
breaking our boat a bit more.  It appeared 
that a repair had been made in this area pre-
viously.  Done badly, it had let water under 
the decks into the top planks on both sides of 
the boat around the midship bollards.  Planks 
would need replacing here too. Once a large 
section of the side decks had been removed 
Mandy again set to work cutting the rotten 
planks back to good wood, whilst I was flat 
on my back in the fore cabin stripping the 
deck head back to bare ply.  It was treated 
with cuprinol rot treatment.  In the end we 
stripped the whole deck head throughout the 

length of the boat back to bare wood.  It was 
treated with cuprinol and all the exposed 
screw heads were stopped with white lead 
putty before being painted with weather 
shield exterior finish.  We chose weather 
shield as it is gas permeable and allows the 
wood beneath to breathe thus helping with 
mould and condensation issues. It also has 
a nice satin finish, is water soluble, dries 
quickly has a low VOC content and so 
doesn‘t smell too much. Sadly the tannins in 
the plywood bled through and we needed to 
coat it with a special primer, so we had to 
sand all the paint off and redo it! 

Still to come; 

Installing the engine, fuel and water 
tanks.  The wiring & plumbing.  Fitting 
the decks & hardware.  Painting & an-
ti-fouling and….The Launch! 

Chris Symes - Davidson 

 

FROM TRUFFLE TO TALLULAH MAY continued 

Tallulah May, Sutton Harbour, 

Plymouth September 2012 

Clean Engine 
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bour of Brest. All rather confusing at 7 knots; 
Henry a great help in sorting out which light 
was which. 

Through the Goulet (or neck) of Brest up into 
the super new marina above town complete 
with clean hot showers, incredibly helpful 
Capitainerie, and yacht club full of young 
French girls, who had nothing to do with sail-
ing but regarded my crew of tall blonde 
males with something like awe. I have to say 
that I was rather overlooked. 

Brest was a complete contrast to Cherbourg. 
The city has been substantially rebuilt follow-
ing the war with smart new trams installed 
recently with no-one on them.  Our marina 
also seemed to be the centre for a huge 
state-run sailing school with hundreds of 
young cast adrift in all weathers circled pro-
tectively by rigid inflatable dinghies with out-
boards called Ridouts. 

We were then stormbound in Brest for 3 
days and 4 nights while a gale blew over 
with much whistling in the rigging etc.  We 

used the time to check the boat over and 
repair a couple of things. 

We slipped our moorings early on Sunday 
17th, bound for Vigo, knowing the tide was 
against us but with a fair forecast of variable 
winds. Incidentally, when they say “variable” 
on World Service they mean they don’t have 
a clue.  For the next three days we motor 
sailed across Biscay in a thoroughly un-
dramatic fashion, following the closest tack 
to our course, the wind of course being on 
the nose, and saving fuel by idling the motor 
to pootle along at about 5 knots.  I found out 
later that the engine would have been hap-
pier at higher revs (2,500 not 1500) which 
would have produced about 6.5 knots cruis-
ing speed. 

We were befriended by dolphins about half 
way across who never left us, and called 
hundreds of their friends over to have a 
laugh.  I think perhaps Doris, our autopilot, 
may have formed some sort of sonic bond 
with them, but one can never be sure. 

About a day north of the Spanish coast we 
heard the lunchtime weather forecast as 
usual which was not good.  We decided to 
alter course to Corunna, which the Spanish 
call La Coruna, with a funny bit over the “n”. 

When I say alter course, we happened to be 
heading for it anyway because of south 
westerly wind that was pushing us that way 
a bit.  The weather turned a bit iffy and the 
boat is starting to sail.  This juxtaposition is 
often the case with Hillyards.  We shortened 
sail to prepare for a blow and got on the ra-
dio to see if there were any other boats 

We set off from Cherbourg on this maiden 
voyage on Monday 11th June 2012 at mid-
day.  With an accidental fair tide, we shot 
west past Alderney and rounded the 
Casquet rocks as dusk was falling.  My care-
ful watch system was completely ignored by 
the Holme boys, mainly because they were 
too excited, but also because Henry had a 
touch of sea-sickness.  As a result I had an 
almost undisturbed night.  The following af-
ternoon we sighted land and that night flew 
down the Channel du Four, again with a fol-
lowing tide, past the Isle of Ushant on our 
right, (called rather confusingly Isle d’Oues-
sant by the French who seem to regard it as 
theirs,) following the right lights in the right 
line, and turned left into the huge outer har-

Small dramas only sailing the Bay of Biscay  

We slipped 

our moor-

ings, bound 

for Vigo 
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 around. There was one, out of sight, about 
50 miles ahead of us, heading the same 
way, which reported back on weather condi-
tions.  We then ate some more pasta or rice 
to prepare ourselves for the storm that never 
came.  It was due from the West and we had 
about 300 miles sea room to the East. 

At about 2 am Thursday we sighted land and 
guided ourselves in using the various light-
houses, backed up by GPS on the chart, and 
the Bible. (Reeds Almanac). A boat (Fidelity 
of Devon) came up from the west at about 
9.00 am just as we were going about in front 
of the Pillar of Hercules and took a picture of 
us in the swell.  The main is down and the 
foresail is rolled in a bit.  The mizzen is act-
ing as a staysail to balance the helm. We got 
into the inner marina at about 11.00 and, af-
ter a tricky rear entry, moored up.  There 

were a number of other Brit boats around on 
a RCC(Royal Cruising Club) jolly but fortu-
nately they were all on another pontoon.  We 
saw them later having endless drinks and 
dinner parties, the wives all contributing their 
platter of offerings.  They all seemed to be 
about 70 and had made the crossing without 
comment.  The wives reminded me of slightly 
older versions of Titty, the able-seaman in 
Swallows and Amazons.  One of the Viking 

crew seemed to have grown an ginger beard 
and was anxious to try it out among the girls 
of Corunna so we were forcing to make fre-
quent foraging trips into Corunna which 
turned out to be a pleasing old city with nar-
row streets, entirely made up of places to 
eat and drink.  There also, surprise surprise, 
featured a huge festival on Saturday night, 
called the Festival of San Juan, where they 
all go mad for a night.  I put the very 
hungover crew on a plane on Sunday morn-
ing and took the boat round the headland of 
the Ria to the east to a cheaper marina at 
Sada, and stopped to do anchor drill in a lit-
tle bay.  This was exhausting but better after 
a swim.  I left the boat there and came home 
after a couple of days of cleaning up and 
odd jobs. 

My thanks to the Holme boys (the Vikings) 
and especially to Lisa without whom none of 
this would be possible 

Jeremy Purkiss July 2012 

12 ton Hillyard ketch, lying Crete, 
available for four week charter from 
13th July, very reasonable rates, 
available to Hillyard owners only.  For 
f u r the r  de ta i l s  p lease  con-

tact :jeremypurkiss@gmail.com 

Small dramas only sailing the Bay of Biscay continued 

Crusader of Arun in the 

swell in front of the Pillar 

of Hercules and at sea 

mailto:jeremypurkiss@gmail.com
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Date of next issue Nov 2013 

If you have any articles, photos or news which 
would interest other HOA members please 
email this to Steve Tiffin at 
stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk 

 

President Michael Walden 

Commodore Steve Tiffin 

Telephone 0208 949 1699, mob 07979 
  530293 

E-mail  stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk 

Treasurer Keith Tullett 

Telephone  01872 865414, mob 07812 
  138651 

E-mail  kjatullett@gmail.com 

Secretary Dave Stickland 

Telephone  02392 345342, mob 07836 
  282561 

E-mail            david_stickland@talk21.com 

Website Guy Smith 

E-mail      hillyardyachts@ntlworld.com  

EVENTS 2013/14 - see HOA website 

Events page for further and updated 

details of all events and links to 

invites 

14/15th September 2013 

Levington Marina, Orwell 
River http://www.syharbour.co.uk/ 

where tidal constraints are minimal. 

Supper will be arranged at the 
Lightship and hopefully a Treasure 
Hunt. 

Details from Ted Evans, con-
tact e.f.evans@keele.ac.uk 

tel 01394 388295  

HOA Officers and Contact Details  Welcome Aboard 

Disclaimer: the contents of any written 

material supplied or published by The 

Hillyarder may not necessarily represent the 

views of the HOA committee or the majority of 

the HOA members 

Andrew Cookson 

- Smith 

Wild 

Gull 

6 

ton 

1952 Douglas      

Isle of Man 

13th SOUTHWEST GATHERING 

SATURDAY-22 JUNE 2013 Royal Fowey Yacht 
Club, Fowey 

It is intended to hold the AGM before dinner. 

3 Course Menu : STARTER  a) Duck Liver Pate or  b) Smoked Had-
dock Chowder MAIN COURSE  c) Rack of Lamb or  d) Fillet of Cod + 
Crabcake (Vegetarian option available) or  e) Baked Cheese Souffle 
+ Creamed Leeks Served with potatoes & local vegetables.           
DESSERT  f) White Choc. & Baileys Cheesecake or  g) Pear & Al-
mond Tart/Icecream or  h) Meringue fruit nest.                                          
Price : £20.50 pp. (Gratuities at your discretion)  Bar open early, in 
board by 1930.  Dinner served 2000.  Dress at Dinner: Smart Casual    
All Members and Guests welcome – if weather or boat will not com-

ply then come over-land. 

A pontoon has been reserved – the Harbour Staff will visit you to 

negotiate the fee.  HW at 1720 appr.  Water Taxi on call 

Please forward a cheque (payable to HOA) to my address below to 

secure a seat.  Regrettably no refunds after May 30th. 

Please reply to: David Hubbard, Hilltop, Windmill Hill, St. Just In Roseland, Truro, 
Cornwall TR2 5HZ  (01326 279252  mobile 07811 951235                              
email hubbard39@btinternet.com 

__________________________________________________________
Please reply with your choice of dishes (plus special diet if req.) and post 
this to D.V.Hubbard a.s.a.p.  Name ……………..Yacht Name & size--------
Please  reserve for me and my Guests …………..places @ £20.50 

Total £-------------(Cheque payable to Hillyard Owners Assoc. please)
Choice of dishes /dietary requirements………………………………….. 

7/8th September 2013 

Solent Rally at Yarmouth, Isle of Wight 

HW Yarmouth Saturday 13.10 approx 

Harbour Berths are being reserved and it is 
planned to have a get together in Yarmouth 
on the Saturday evening.  Further details 
from Steve Tiffin.  

London Meet 2014 

Thursday 9th January 

2014 at the Naval Club 

Further details will be in the next newsletter 

and on the website later in the year. 

mailto:stevtiffin@blueyonder.co.uk
http://www.syharbour.co.uk/

